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www.4riversequipment.com

Do you like heavy equipment?
Are you a great
diesel mechanic?
Do you want to join 
the best team? 
If so we may have a spot for you.  Check out 
4Riversequipment.com and search for careers 
under the company tab, then apply on line.  
You could be our next “Super Tech”.

2301 Candelaria Road NE • Albuquerque, NM 87107 • 505.884.2900
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Chris Brahs of Brahs Solutions (BSI) is a big man not just because of his 
stature but the size of his heart. I met Brahs after he posted a message on 
Facebook following the floods in Huston last year. Brahs posted that he could 

not sleep after hearing the reports of all the devastation and he wanted to personally 
help. He got on social media and made it happen.

Brahs Solutions opened its location on Aztec in June of 2017 but it started as BSI in 
August of 2016. Chris and his business partner Andy have been working on diesels 
since 2007 and April of 2016 were instructed by his wife to “get it out of or driveway.” 
Wanting to keep his marriage, Chris and Andy moved into several locations as the 
business grew until they settled into Aztec last year. Brahs’ passion is palpable, not 
just for his commitment to the community but his commitment to his craft and honesty 
to his customers.

The key to Brahs Solutions success is simple, “Being Straight-up with people about 
what they need to fix their problem,” says Brahs. “Tell the truth, have good products 

and people will be happy. They keep coming back and spread the word.”

“Brahs Solutions is an automotive, accessories and diesel performance shop. 
Expertise in diesels; Dodge, Chevy and Ford but we do the gas side of it too with 
general maintenance on any vehicle. Oil changes tire rotations but no alignments, 
body work or tires. But basically, anything else,” explained Brahs. They have a portable 
4-Post Lift that can handle up to 68,000 Lbs. (not sure you can get it through the door 
but they have it)

“Our fleet work has increased with becoming a distributor for Hot Shot’s Secrets,” said 
Brahs. “Hot Shot’s Secret lowers operating costs and decrease maintenance costs 
while increase fuel mileage. Making things last longer and run better. We all use it in 
the shop and in our personal vehicles so we know it works.” 

The culture in automotive maintenance and repair has changed slower than 
technology. Fluids today last a lot longer and don’t need to be changed as much. 

Old School Transparency

Brahs 
solutions
by David Swope

DIESEL PERFORMANCE AND VEHICLE SECURITY

WWW.BRAHSSOLUTIONS.COM

oFFiCiAl

DeAler
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off road

New Mexico 
Desert raciNg

Trucks, Buggies, 
RockRace, UTV, 

ATV, Bikes

Next race: 
Veterans 150

Memorial weekend
elephant Butte, NM

Check us out 
on Facebook.

Maverick auto & Fabrication
3612 HigH St • Albuquerque

505.974.9541

Taking pracTical 
To new heighTs

Will eppS, OWner - JASOn bryAnt, MAnAger

SpeciAlizing in FOur WHeel Drive
AnD cuStOM FAbricAtiOn

www.MavericknM.coM
Facebook.coM/MavericknM

“The reoccurrence or on-going maintenance model 
of regular service has changed. It was a money 
maker. Manufactures and Dealerships relied on 
regular maintenance. Closed systems and no 
service transmissions have changed the game. 
They have reduced the cost and lengthened the 
time between scheduled maintenance,” explained 
Brahs.

One area where Brahs has always been successful is 
vehicle security systems. Boy, has Albuquerque been a “Gold Mine” for auto security 
suppliers and installers. “Ravelco, Vehicle Anti-Theft Device is the best I have even 
used and installed for over 10 years. With no batteries, no remote and installation is 

completely stealth and hidden outside 
of the passenger compartment, the 
vehicle will not start or run. It cannot 
be by-passed,” explained Brahs.

Chris and his staff are available by 
appointment at 505-503-7767 or stop by at 

2105 Aztec, Suite D-E, east of I-25 and south 
of Comanche. Check them out on Facebook at Brahs 

Solutions Inc aka BSI. Brahs Solutions is also a supporter of Outlaw Desert Racing 
and can be found working on many different projects. The day I was there, not only 
were there trucks and UTVs but a classic convertible Mustang!
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NAPA Auto Parts 
1680 Rio Rancho 

Blvd SE
(505) 892-4375

N
APA Genuine Paints of Albuquerque prides its self on outstanding customer service. A full service, one stop shop covering all aspects of 

the Collision, Fleet, Industrial, and Manufacturing refinishing needs. With over 35 years combined experience helping solve all customer’s 

requests. The NAPA Paint Store can mix custom colors and provide color matching with the Planet Color line of paint. 

 

“The NAPA Genuine Paint Store here in Albuquerque was the first in the nation as a stand-alone paint store,” stated Lee “Willie” Miller, manager. “The 

store is now one of many in the NAPA family. We have the largest selection of PBE products on hand - in town, with the option of an overnight shuttle 

from a large warehouse in Denver, 5 days a week.” 

 

“We have had several painting contests over the past few years with the winners going to the Barrett Jackson Auction in Scottsdale,” explained Miller. 

That includes Caleb Luce and the team from Jay Walton Automotive, who is a contributor to this publication starting in this edition. Martin Senour 

Paints specializes in in color match technology for Rod & Resto Custom Color, Formula Express and IFEX Specto color spectrometer providing fast 

and consistent color choices for any vehicle on the road today.

NAPA Genuine is a distributor of Martin Senour Paints and an extensive line of other products. You can find instructional videos on their website, genu-

inepaints.com. Whether you are a hobbyist or a seasoned professional, put the NAPA Know How to work for you and visit their store at 

                       1005 2nd Street, just South of the Main Store or call Willie at 505-248-0243

NAPA Genuine
Paint Store

napaonline.com

NAPA Auto Parts 
1680 Rio Rancho Blvd SE

(505) 892-4375

NAPA Auto Parts
6714 4th St NW
(505) 345-5536

NAPA Auto Parts
932 Sunset Rd SW

(505) 243-2871

NAPA Auto Parts
1510 2nd St NW
(505) 848-3500

NAPA Auto Parts
3157 San Mateo Blvd NE

(505) 883-3942

NAPA Auto Parts
1201 Juan Tabo Blvd NE

(505) 294-1544

By David Swope



Car Show season seems to start earlier and earlier ev-
ery year. I guess that is why we live in New Mexico be-
cause the weather is typically nice. The Netherwood Park 

Church of Christ held its 5th Annual Show & Shine on March 
24th. Donations to benefit the Albuquerque Christian Children’s 
Home saw over 60 vehicles. DJ Rockin’ Rob and Value Cover 
Racing entertained the crowd as visitors looked at Sports, Mus-
cle, Street Mods, Classics and Bikes.

The lore of Route 66 entices travelers from all over the world 
to travel the great Route. Kim & Joanne Koda from Stony Plain, 
Alberta Canada, that’s right – Canada, stole the show with a 
beautiful 1970 Barracuda Convertible Gran Coupe. The bright 
red ‘Cuda stood out from the crowd. “My husband and I decided 
to take a trip down Route 66 and we looked for shows to stop 
at along the way,” Joanne explained. “Our ‘Cuda actually came 
from this area so we wanted to show it here. We met a lot of nice 
people at this show.”

At the start of the 1970’s, Plymouth was still a serious contender 
against Ford and Chevrolet with big, comfortable Furys; solid B-
body Satellites and Belvederes; the stone-reliable Valiant and its 
new Duster sibling; and, of course, the all-new ’70 Barracuda 
E-body.

The Barracuda had returned from 1969, as had the convertible, 
but the fastback, the original Barracuda body style, was gone 
for good. However, there was now a pleasing new luxury model 
available as the Gran Coupe. The Gran Coupe package was 
available on the convertible for 1970 only.

Yes, the Gran Coupe was the top-of-the-line Plymouth. Like its 
similarly-equipped Challenger Special Edition (SE) sibling,  it 
was likely a response to the Ford Mustang Grandé and Cougar 
XR7: a plush ponycar for those buyers so inclined.

Gran Coupes received an argent-finish rear panel, bright side 
moldings, wheel lip and belt line moldings and the expected 
“Gran Coupe” crests on the tail panel and front fenders. Coupes 
started at $2,934 with the Slant Six and $3,035 with the base 
V8, and $3,160/$3,260, respectively, in drop-top guise. Finding 
one today is not especially easy, as only 8,183 coupes and a 
mere 596 convertibles were built.

Car Crafters and its employees are Celebrating the Art of 
the Car Craft and invite you to submit pictures of your ride to 
NMMotorSportsReport@gmail.com.  With 7 locations and a 36 
years in business, Car Crafters is your local expert for Collision 
& Body Repair, Mechanical and Glass. Visit CarCrafters.com
 today and schedule an appointment!

Celebrating the Art of the Car Craft

7 Locations!

www.CarCrafters.com

moNTANo
600 montaño rd. Ne

Albuquerque, Nm
 (505) 881-8889

NorTH vAlleY
702 Carmony ln. Ne.

Albuquerque, Nm
(505) 299-2500

eAsTsiDe loCATioN
8591 Northeastern Ne.

Albuquerque, Nm
(505) 299-2300

pAseo Del NorTe 
5600 Holly Ave Ne
Albuquerque, Nm

505-881-8881

rio rANCHo 
108 Frontage rd Ne

rio rancho, Nm
505-881-8884

rio rANCHo
1251 veranda Drive se

rio rancho, Nm
(505) 881-8886

Celebrating

35
Years in

Business!

1982 2017

CAr CrAfters
By David Swope



taylor MiiNch DoMiNates as 

lucas oil Modifieds returN to actioN

in lake havasu By: Spencer Hill | Photos: Spencer Hill

LAKE HAVASU CITY, Ariz. — The Lucas Oil Modified Series 

presented by MAVTV was back in action for its first race of the 

season on March 11th in Lake Havasu City, Arizona for the Racing 

Plus 100 presented by LucasOilRacing.TV. The race would be 

delayed until Sunday afternoon after rain postponed Saturday’s 

on track activity.

Larry Gerchman led the field to the green flag but was quickly 

passed for the lead by the Rancho San Diego, California native, 

Taylor Miinch who is no stranger to victory lane at the Havasu 95 

Speedway with his number 4T modified. Miinch would increase 

his lead and seemed to get quicker every lap, turning the fastest 

lap of the race on lap 72 with a time of 15.449 seconds.

Just three caution flags would slow the 100-lap event, with the 

most notable flying on lap 43 for Cody Kay in Turn 2 after dealing 

with a flat tire and making contact with Scott Winters and his 24A 

machine. Miinch would survive every restart, however, to claim his sixth career Lucas Oil Modified Series victory by an astonishing 7.808 seconds and 

proving to everyone that he is most definitely a threat to win back-to-back championships this year.

Second place would go to Kyle Tellstrom after a patient battle with pole sitter Gerchman who settled for third. Yuma, Arizona’s Blake Rodgers would finish 

an impressive fourth, and Albuquerque, New Mexico driver Jason Irwin rounded out the top five in his best career finish at the Havasu 95 Speedway.

“I was happy to leave Havasu with a top 5 finish, a career best at this racetrack. I thought through practice we were a top 3 car, but with the race being 

pushed back to Sunday and during the heat of the day, the balance of the car was a little off all race just being too tight in the center. I was very happy with 

how well the team worked together all weekend, and we are going to continue to grow together and continue to try and bring faster cars to the track each 

week. I am looking forward to Tucson Speedway and know that we will be a tough competitor to get to victory lane,” said Irwin.

The Lucas Oil Modified Series presented by MAVTV will be back in action on April 14th at the Tucson Speedway in Tucson, Arizona for the SuperClean 75 

presented by Hoosier Tire where Taylor Miinch will look to repeat his 2017 victory and continue his chase for the championship.
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During the Easter break, Fox Sports unveiled 
its list of the 50 greatest NASCAR drivers 
of all time. The top-five included Dale 

Earnhardt Sr., Jeff Gordon, David Pearson, 
Jimmie Johnson and Richard Petty, ranking from 
fifth to first.

Naturally, social media folks engaged in heated 
debates over the list. A lot would say Earnhardt 
should have been No. 1, including his former 
gasman

I agree that the five drivers Fox listed are the 
greatest to ever race. However, I disagree with the 
order. Here’s how I rank them:

No. 5 — David pearson

A fair argument for Pearson as the No. 1 driver of 
all time could be made, too. However, I don’t think 
he’s as recognizable to the casual fan as the other 
four drivers. He had 105 wins in 574 career Cup 
starts. That’s a victory in 18 percent of all races 
he started, which is the highest of all time. It even 
tops Richard Petty, who had 200 wins in 1,184 
starts — almost 17 percent.

He’s second on the all-time wins list and earned 
three titles during his 27-year career. His most 
famous moment was the 1976 Daytona 500 
victory he snagged when wrecking with Petty on 
the frontstretch coming to the checkered flag. He 
finished as the only driver to complete all 200 laps.

No. 4 — Jeff Gordon

Jeff Gordon transcended NASCAR from its 
southern roots and helped the sport reach its 
peak in popularity through the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. He won four championships, 93 
races, and became a household name across the 
auto racing world.

Gordon’s rivalry with Earnhardt was one of the 
greatest the sport has ever seen. The No. 24 and 
No. 3 were door-to-door in seemingly every race 
throughout the late 1990s. The battle would have 
lasted even longer had Earnhardt not tragically 
died in the 2001 Daytona 500.

No. 3 — Dale earnhardt

The trio of seven-timers are the top-three drivers 
of all time, but the No. 3 is No. 3 to me. Earnhardt 
was the face of the sport throughout the 1980s 
and 1990s. “The Intimidator,” as he was known, 
was as fierce a competitor as any race car driver 
history. His Daytona 500 victory in 1998 was 
arguably the most anticipated and celebrated win 
in the history of the sport.

Had his career not been cut short, who knows 
what more he could have accomplished. He’ll 

always be remembered as the driver 
willing to bump a race leader and steal a 
win, or his iconic celebration when every 
crewman of every team shook his hand 
as he paraded down pit road in the 1998 
Daytona 500.

No. 2 — richard petty

“The King” won 200 Cup races. No one 
else is ever going to do that again. He 
won seven titles and seven Daytona 
500s. The No. 43 car is synonymous with 
the Petty name, and it always will be. His 
presence in NASCAR has existed since 
the 1950s, and he’s still going strong at 
age 80.

His signature hat and sunglasses are 
unmistakable. And now the driver of his 
No. 43 is Darrell Wallace Jr., one of the 
young hotshots NASCAR hopes will 
blossom into a superstar.

No. 1 — Jimmie Johnson

Seven Cup trophies, five of which were 
consecutive, 83 wins, and he’s not done 

yet. Johnson, 42, is the greatest driver the 
sport has ever seen. His accomplishments are 
overwhelmingly amazing. The era of stock car 
racing he’s in is as competitive as ever, which 
makes it even more incredible at what he’s 
done.

He hasn’t looked good in 2018 yet, but the 
No. 48 always finds a way. Can he win the 
unprecedented eighth title before his career 
ends? I think so.

would like you to remember: 
While it may be true that

“Winning isn’t everything”
it is also really nice to have a skillfully 

designed, carefully produced

 and lovingly personalized 

Akasa’s trophy as a memento 
that will not ONLY celebrate your

 heroic victory           
but ALSO remind you to... 

remain humble. 
#remainhumble #ornot

3917 4TH STREET NW
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107

(505) 881-2504
AKASA@AKASASTROPHY.COM
ALLABOUTTROPHIESNM.COM

Trophies, Plaques, 
Engraving and More!

By John Haverlin | Photo by Jared C. Tilton/Getty Images

haVerliN’s hot taKe: 

MY TOP-FIVE NASCAR
DRIVERS OF ALL TIME

Follow Haverlin’s Hot Take every Friday
 at NMMotorSportsReport.com

www.theracingexperts.net

Your Top Source of 
Auto Racing News since 2010

#TheRacingExperts

NASCAR 
Coverage
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Complete Driveshaft Repair and Exchange
For Your Car, Truck, and other Vehicles

Custom Work and Fabrication

32 years in business

C.V. Axles Installed • C.V. Axle Boot and Service
Custom Fabricated • Driveshafts

417 Summer Ave. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

(505) 247-0736
AlbuquerqueDriveshaft.com

Find us 
at these 
locations!

Westside
Defined Fitness- riverside plaza

Bobs Burger • Rudys • La Montanita Co-Op

rio rancho
Good 2 go Rio Rancho • Shell gas station 

Federicos • Slate street • Fat Squirrel
Turtle Mountain • Wet N wild car wash

Premiere Cinema • LA Subs
Café Bella • Taco Mex • Bobs Burger

Ohares • MACS
santa Ana star Center

Defined Fitness- High resort
City of rio rancho

little Anitas- enchanted Hills

Albuquerque

Defined Fitness- Juan tabo

La Salita • Uptown Sports bar

Alien Brew pub

New Mexico look • Rudys

Airport level 1 • UNM Sports building

lennys Tires 

Yeller Sub • Sports System

Defined Fitness- san mateo

stonefaceTavern pub

Bosque Brewery • Oak Tree Café

Souper Salad

Our distribution is 
growing! Look for 
NM Motor Sports 
Report Magazine 
and pick up your 

sponsored provided 
copy today!

Copies are also available at these
 Sponsor Locations in the Magazine

Yearwood perfomance
ABQ Dragway • NAPA Auto Parts
Motiva • Unser Racing Museum 

4 Rivers Equipment • J-B Radiator
Bobby J’s Yamaha • AMSOIL
 Maverick Auto & Fabrication

seductions
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Find us 
at these 
locations!

505.269.6014
southwestwindows.com

4730 Pan american fwy. ne 
abq, nm 87109

0% interest 
29 months

with approved credit

* restrictions apply 
call for detailsinstallation

On all our 
windows 
and doors

free 
in home 

consultation

call
todaydoors

windows

Garages with lifts

Each office Is Independently Owned and Operated

kw.com
Inspiration garage

A Home for You, your Family...and your Toys.

David Swope
Associate Broker

DavidSwope@kw.com
505-321-0380
505.321.0380

6703 Academy Rd NE
Albuquerque,NM 87109

main 505.271.8200

 

NM #51457
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Hearing Protection Services

Lab Plugs

Call us at 505.275.PLUG(7584)

www.hpssw.com
11216 Nassau Dr. NE • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87111

I have joked many times that Heavy Metal ruined my hearing, but it may be a 
different Heavy Metal than I was referring to. Many of us Gear Heads have 
spent time tuning over an open exhaust.

Personally, I had a straight pipe between my legs from a Bug I was 
racing back in 2006. It never occurred to me that I might consider 
protecting my hearing. I recently sat down with Mark Reid with Hear-
ing Protection Services and here is what I learned. Mark started 
Hearing Protection Services after attending the 2009 NRA Gun 
Show in Phoenix. “I went to school in Boulder but the key to my 
success has been skill development, “said Mark. “Every individual 
has unique ear canals, often they are different on each side.
The quality of your hearing is made up of physical structures 
you’re born with and the environments you have been exposed 
too during your entire lifetime. Protecting your hearing is important 
because hearing damage is permanent and lifelong. The youngest 
set I made was for an 11-month-old.”  “I make a mold of the persons 
ear, so I get a custom fit every time. On-site, at an event, I use chemically 
cured silicone. For Lab Plugs I use heat cured silicone, “explained Mark. “You 
would need to make an appointment to have one made in the lab which can 
be done through our website or just call me. I have made them for individuals 
in the construction and manufacturing industry at both events at their worksite 
or by appointment. I have made custom earplugs at General Mills for 7 years.

“Cost is one thing. I am going to be more expensive than generic, 
over the counter, non-custom earplugs.

The major difference is the custom fit. The biggest single word in hearing con-
servation is ‘fit’. If it doesn’t fit you properly, it doesn’t work; and you are not 
getting the protection the earplug is rated for.” Mark continued. “Durability is 
another difference with our product. It depends on what you do, a weekend 
shooter used a set of on-sire plugs for 25 years.” Reid also expanded on his ex-
planation, “The Silicon’s durability sometimes outlasts the user’s body shape. 
Your body changes and a new mold may be needed every three years or if your 
weight changes by 20 lbs or more.”

When it comes to us racers, helmets help but it depends on the grade of
helmet. “Helmets don’t help drown out enough background noise. Custom
fit Raceievers helps them reduce the background noise and allows them to 
hear their communications better” said Mark. “The majority of damage comes 
from constant exposure over time but a single event can damage your hearing 
just as bad if not worse. For example, a one day shooting event left me as a 
candidate for a hearing aid. in my left ear because of a failure with the earplugs 
I was using. There is no recovery, your hearing does not regenerate,” Mark 
illustrated in reference to his own hearing damage. Possible hearing damage 
Warning signs: headache, ringing in the ears, muffled sounds or pain

“You can suffer an extreme exposure about 3 times in your life, but if it’s strong 
enough the damage is permanent. Even if it’s just the first exposure.

“Protect what you have,” warned Mark.

For more information contact Mark Reid at Hearing Protection 
Services at 505-275-7584 or by email at mark.reid@hpssw.com.

“You can suffer an extreme exposure 
about 3 times in your life, but if it’s 
strong enough the damage is perma-
nent. Even if it’s just the first exposure.”
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How do you choose 
where to buy a used 
car? Buying from an 

individual has its own risks but 
buying from a local car lot may 
be just as dangerous. How 
do you determine a reputable 
used car dealer? That question 
concerns many car buyers 

especially when the economy 
might not allow you to buy new.

The New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers 
Association (NMIADA) is there to help both 

consumers and independent auto dealers protect the 
public from unscrupulous dealers. By creating an association 

with a governing body, the independent auto dealers can help establish 
standards of conduct, regulations and lobby legislators from creating a 
negative impact on used car buyers through laws and fees.

We are pleased to announce the NMIADA Scholarship Program!

This program is aimed at supporting the children, grandchildren of 
current NMIADA members and their employees.

How does it work?

Eligible applicants would have to meet all the requirements and turn in 
their applications by March 26th of 2018 to be considered. Scholarships 
will be awarded by the Selection Committee comprised of NMIADA Board 
Members. 5 Awards of $1000.00 will be announced at the 2018 NMIADA 
Scholarship Luncheon at our Spring Conference.

Who funds the NMIADA Scholarship Program?

NMIADA Members! NMIADA makes regular contributions to the program 
with your a portion of your membership dues going directly back to support 
the NMIADA dealership community.

We also accept donation from the NMIADA member body and sponsor 
members. Typical donations rance from $25.00 to $800.00. 

Dealer contributions and Sponsor support are critical to our ability to help 
New Mexico state students in the dealer community fund their education.

How do I Donate?

•	 Send a check to the NMIADA, 604 Chama St NE, Albuquerque 
NM 87108

•	 Call NMIADA, at 505-232-0809 with your credit card.

NMiaDa
604 chama st Ne

 (south of lomas, one block east of louisiana)

 505-232-0809

Serving New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers since 1962

What are the eligibility 
requirements for applicants?

• Be a High School Graduate or have 
a GeD

• Be the child, step child, or grandchild 
of a NmiADA member in good standing

• Possess an excellent school record of 
academic achievement.

• Demonstrate an aptitude for college/ 
trade school

How does one apply?

E-mail us at: info@nmiada.com or call us at 505-232-0809 for more 
details.

The New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers Association is a non-profit 
501(c)(6) organization that was established in 1962. Their mission is to 
educate, train and promote the dealers in a field that is ever changing; 
which means we need to change faster so we can better run our 
businesses, and treat our consumers and communities with the utmost 
transparency and integrity.  
 
NMIADA, 604 Chama St NE (South of Lomas, one block east of Louisiana) 
Office 505-232-0809

Independent auto dealers  
 Can pay for Your education

by David Swope
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So, you bought that high-performance car or sports car you always wanted and now you want to 
see “what it can do.” The journey only begins with the purchase. Most owners have no idea how 
to “drive.” Back and forth for groceries or to and from work don’t count unless you have to use all 

that technology you just bought to avoid an accident or some idiot not paying attention to the road.

Even if you think you are the next Michael Schumacher, the best way to become a better high-
performance driver is to take lessons from folks who know more than you do. That’s where performance 
driving schools come in. Usually located at racetracks, these schools feature a curriculum designed to 
help you master car control including turning, braking, throttle application and mental training.

High-performance driving schools differ from true racing schools, though the latter often require that 
the former be completed first. Driving schools focus on the driver’s relationship with his or her car, 
with a goal of improving lap times at a track day or autocross. Racing schools are significantly 
different due to their focus on wheel-to-wheel racing in a dedicated race car.

In short, if you have a Corvette, BMW or Porsche in the garage and you want to 
knock off tenths at a local track day or club event, these high-performance 
driving schools are a great place to start. You might even want to take 
out your daily driver for some training on car control even its your Honda 
SVU.

You are in luck because the Charlie Fegan Performance Driving 
School is at Sandia Speedway only 15 minutes from the Big-I. 
Fegan’s offers driving schools for youth, law enforcement 
and now motorcycles in addition to high-performance 
vehicles. Check out racesandia.com for rates, dates and 
availability. After you wipe that smile off your face from 
success in a class, you can do a Time Attack, a Track 
Day or wheel to wheel.

 

I have 800 horsepower! Now what? 
By David Swope
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clay oval dirt track 
                 @ sandia speedway

racesandia.com
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2018 nMda 
Flat traCk sChedule

april 21
May 5
May 19
June 9
June 23

July 7
July 28
august 4
august 18
sept 8

sept 22
oct 20
oct 21 

@ Sandia Speedway

Give us a call
505-508.2830

4509 alameda Blvd ne, albuquerque, nM  |  www.indianmotorcycleabq.com

Send us you photos, 

event info and stories.

Become part of the 

NM Motor Sports Report - email to 

FanZone@NMMotorsportsReport.com

Coming Soon

Downtown AlbuquerqueNetherwood Park Car Show

Sandia Dirt Practice

fan       
 zONE
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longest running 
Yamaha Dealer 

in the u.s.
familY owneD anD 

operateD since 1956



IF YOU ARE INTO IT, WE ARE INTO IT!

EvEry saturday 8am-9am
ExclusivEly on 101.7 fm
www.1017thEtEam.com

The New Mexico Motor Sports Report (NMMSR) on ESPN Radio 
101.7 FM The TEAM, is hosted by David Swope every Saturday 
morning from 8am to 9am. The NMMSR focuses on motorsports and 
related automobile activities around the state and on the national 
scene each and every week. The NMMSR is also on YouTube via the 
Proview Network (check your local listings for broadcast times). The 
NMMSR is on Twitter @NMMReport and you can like us on Facebook. 
Join in the fun with your comments on the topics and questions. This 
is New Mexico’s only show devoted to motorsport related activities. 
Check out our website at NMMotorsportsreport.com.

whEthEr it has 2 whEEls or 4, asphalt or dirt track racing, off-road or park and shinE. 
If your Into It, we are Into It.

SouthWest MotorSport is a non-profit organization dedicated to recreational 
Road-Racing based in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Originally formed as an 
outlet for Vintage and Gt racers, SWMS welcomes everyone who has an 

interest in recreational Road-Racing and karting.

April 7/8 at Arroyo Seco Raceway Deming NM
May 5/6 at Sandia Speedway

June 9/10 at Sandia Speedway
Aug 25/26 at Sandia Speedway
Sept 22/23 at Sandia Speedway

Please go to www.swms.org 
for more information

SouthWest Motorsports

We are also open to traveling to High Plains Raceway 
(Denver) on Aug 4/5 to participate with RMVR in the Find

 a cure for kids cancer race.
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www.hobby-proz.com

2225-A Wyoming Blvd NE Albuquerque NM 87112

Call 505.332.3797

Your friendly source for the
joY and challenge of hobbies!

We specialize in good service,
 expert opinion, and honest opinion

Auto Appraisal Group Inc
Nationwide & Certified

LET AAG ASSIST YOU IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS...
• Prepurchase Inspections
• Insurance Documentation
• Resale Value
• Divorce/ Estate Property Settlements

• Total Loss Value
• Lending Requirements
• Charitable Donations
• Diminished Value Claims

Jim Dobier (Certified Agent)

TO SCHEDULE AN APPRAISAL CALL

505-573-1551
or 1-800-848-2886,  To Order Online Go To

www.autoappraisal.com
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Cars have been a massive part of my life for as long as I can remember. Going to 
car shows, stopping to see something that caught my eye, hanging out while my dad 
worked on his projects all set me up to be where I am now. Most would say that a 23 
year old would not have the knowledge or experience required to teach anyone about 
building custom cars, but I assure you I am not average. At the age of 11, I began 
working in my dad’s shop where I soaked in as much knowledge as possible diving into 
projects that would scare most adults away. I eagerly moved on learning anything and 
everything I could which is what led me to custom cars. At the age of 15, I built my first 
custom - a 1975 Ford Bronco. This Bronco went on to be sponsored and featured in 
one of the largest private conventions in Las Vegas at the Mandalay Bay. From there I 
quickly built car after car, debuting four cars at the SEMA show in my first three years. 
I have pushed my own boundaries along with the boundaries of what we once thought 
possible. Writing this column is now one of my new ventures in this crazy life of mine 
and I look forward to sharing with you what I have learned along the way. 

A great car can only be built on top of a 
great foundation. This foundation is 
comprised of several key components 

including the engine, transmission, frame, 
brakes and suspension. There are many 
types of custom cars and each requires its 
own unique combination. These combinations 
will determine what category the car will fit in 
ranging from low and slow all the way to a wild 
ride. 

The first key component I consider 
when building a custom car is 
always the suspension, which in my 
opinion is the most important piece 
in building a winning car. Suspension 
has evolved over the years from its 
humble beginning in the 1908 Model 
T as a solid axle design in the front 
and rear, all the way to the intricate 
independent suspension we see in 
cars today. Auto manufacturers have 
pushed technology and design in their 
suspension, but it never seemed to 
be what car enthusiasts truly desire 
which led to the massive aftermarket 
suspension selection we see today. 

Although some cars have decent 
bolt in option to upgrade their factory 
suspension, most require fabrication 
to achieve the optimal setup. The 
most legendary suspension designs to 
emerge over the years have to be the upper and 
lower A-Arm design seen in the Mustang 2, and of 
course the simple 4-link design for the rear. These 
designs are nearly bullet proof and they rarely 
fail, making them the best option for most builds. 
These designs have several different renditions 
giving them a wide application for many different 
types of cars. 

For example the Mustang 2 suspension can be 
used with a coil, coil over, or even an air bag 
allowing you to lay it low. The 4-link design has 
even more versatility seeing as it has applications 
ranging from lifted 4x4s all the way to slammed 
cars. The 4-link can be configured in a parallel 
design or triangulated which will allow you to delete 
the pan-hard bar or other lateral bracing devices. 
In a parallel 4-link you need lateral bracing and for 
that there are many options depending on what 
suites your need. 

A drag car setup will have very little suspension 
travel, which means a pan-hard bar would be a 
good option, but as suspension travel increases 
its important to account for that. A pan-hard bar 

Getting Custom
Automotive Suspensionwith Caleb:

By Caleb Luce, Owner of Luce Customs / Jay Walton Automotive

 5052964816

9401 Central Ave, NE

505-296-4816
lucecustoms.com

SHOW QUALITY 
PAINT JOBS

COMPLETE 
CUSTOM BUILDS

and RESTORATIONS

FABRICATION 
and MECHANICAL

will cause the axle to move side to side as the 
suspension flexes, which can cause clearance 
problems and instability. A good option for lateral 
bracing at this point would be a watts link, the 
watt’s link allows the axle to move straight up and 
down giving the car great stability. 

As you move to high performance track cars or 
even lifted 4x4’s its always a good idea to consider 
the triangulated 4-link, which is a simple design 
with built in lateral bracing. All of these 4-link 
suspensions allow for incredible performance 
in their own area, and in a similar way to the 
mustang 2 suspension you have different options 
for achieving your ride height, seeing that each 
design allows you to use a coil, coil over and of 
course an air bag. 

These are only a couple of the suspension 
designs out there but their versatility allows them 
to be used in almost every custom application. 
Just remember, do your homework, every angle 
matters and its important to know exactly how 
each piece contributes to the over all function 
before you start modifying your car.
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a

Jay walton
automotive & 
NaMi walks 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) is the nation’s largest mental 
health organization that focuses on fund-

raising and spreading awareness about mental 
health issues.  NAMI focuses on creating better 
lives for people that are affected by mental ill-
nesses. Today, NAMI is affiliated with hundreds 
of local organizations and volunteers in differ-
ent communities all over the United States.  

This year, NAMI is celebrating its 15th anniver-
sary.  Here in New Mexico, NAMI will be putting 
on their annual NAMIWalk.  “NAMIWalks is a 
public display of support for people affected by 
mental health conditions and is one important 
way we are changing the way Americans view 
people with a mental illness” says the NAMI-
Walks website.  

The 5K walk will be held on Saturday, May 12, 
2018, at the Albuquerque International Balloon 
Museum. In addition to the walk, the Jay Wal-
ton Automotive team will be present along with 
some amazing cars for the public to enjoy.  

Jay Walton Automotive, located on Central, 
started back in 1967 with a business called 
Auto Repair Service.  In 1982, Jay Walton 
purchased the shop and renamed it “Jay 
Walton Automotive.”  Jay Walton was the first 
repair shop owner in the state of New Mexico 
to receive AAA approval.  

In 2007, Walton decided to retire and sell the 
business to Randy and Sandi Luce.  In honor 
of Walton, the Luce family decided to keep the 
shops original name.  

Luce Customs, a division of Jay Walton Auto-
motive which specializes in custom builds and 
car restorations will have some of their cars at 
the walk.  

If you attended the 2018 Super Nationals, it is 
more than likely that you saw at least one of 
Luce Customs custom built cars.  If you were 
not able to attend that event, head over to Bal-
loon Fiesta Park to get a look at these unique 
vehicles.  

To register or donate to this amazing event, 
visit namiwalks.org, call 505-260-0154 or email 
naminm@aol.com.  Help support the people 
in your community facing mental illnesses and 
join NAMIWalks.  

by Brooklyn Green

SYNTHETIC
LUBRICANTS

OWNED/OPERATED BY THE
 GREENBERG FAMILY 

FOR 30+ YEARS

TOP 25 DEALERSHIP 
IN THE US

Now opeN 5 days/week
MoN-Fri 10aM-5pM
NaNCy, LyLe, JeFFrey aNd

JeNNiFer GreeNBerG 
aMsoiL deaLers / direCT JoBBers

2415 Princeton Dr. NE, Suite M  

505-881-1693
email: NMOilman@aol.com

CREDIT CARDS
NOW ACCEPTED

RESTORATION 
& CUSTOM SHOP

324 INDUSTRIAL AVE. NE
505-244-1149
MILDTOWILDINC.COM

MILDTOWILDINC@GMAIL.COM

General Fabrication• Repair & Service
Trailer Parts & Service

Aftermarket Parts•A/C• Electrical
Suspension•Upgrades•Modifications

Custom Exhaust Work
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By Jim Costa – Owner Yearwood Performance Center

Sunday, Sunday, Sunday. Race season is upon us, time to get your stuff together. Tis the season to make sure all of your equipment is up to 
par, including your safety gear. If it has been a while since you have raced, 2017 marked the expiration of SA2005 helmets. Also, don’t forget your 
harnesses need to be replaced or re-webbed every couple years. Some safety items that people might realize have an expiration date are window 
nets of cars running an elapsed time of 7.50 seconds or quicker. Those wicked fast ET’s also require thicker SFI (Safety Foundation Inc.) 3.2a/15 
jacket and pants. They both have to be re-certified every five years. The quicker you go the more things need to be certified. Here’s a brief list of NHRA 
requirements, for a complete list see the chart below or go to NHRA.com.

Chassis - 3 Years for Sportsman  • NHRA Competition License 2 - Years  •  Harnesses - 2 Years 

Helmet - 12 Years from SA date (SA2010 for example)  • Automatic Flexplate - 3 Years  • 

Manual trans Flywheel - 5 Years  • Flexplate or Flywheel shield - 5 Years 

Automatic transmission shield (Rigid) - 5 Years  • Automatic transmission shield (Flexible) - 2 Years 

These are some of the things we all need to be looking at before we strap ourselves in our race cars. Be sure to check your sanctioning body’s rules 
to make certain you are in compliance. Their rules are put in place to maintain the level of safety we all need. Other items to consider are the age of 
fluids in our hot rod. Oils such as engine oil, transmission fluid, gear oil and antifreeze all breakdown and become less effective over time. Even fuels 
loose the good stuff that makes them go boom. We all spend a lot of money trying to make sure our toys are at their best. Let’s not let the age of our 
fluids slow us down. Stop by either of our locations for some refreshing fluids or to gear your safety gear on. 

“TRICKS of the TRADE”
safety & compliance
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“TRICKS of the TRADE”

www.ABQdrAgwAy.com    888.925.2227

friday gates 
open at 4pm

saturday gates 
open at noon

real outlaw 
door slammers 

outlaw 8.5 
and Combo raCe 

($1000 to win)

friday
gates open 4pm

time trials @ 6pm
show Cars @ 8pm,10pm

speCtators $20
or $40 for both days

@ ABQ drAgwAy

MeMorial Day
MayheM

FridAy mAy 25th & sAturdAy mAy 26th

reAl outlAw 
door  slAmmers



341 Eubank NE
505-293-9190

9674 Eagle Ranch Rd. NW
505-890-9190
YearwoodPerfomance.com50years 
Since 1968 
Still leading
the pack


