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www.4riversequipment.com

Do you like heavy equipment?
Are you a great
diesel mechanic?
Do you want to join 
the best team? 
If so we may have a spot for you.  Check out 
4Riversequipment.com and search for careers 
under the company tab, then apply on line.  
You could be our next “Super Tech”.

2301 Candelaria Road NE • Albuquerque, NM 87107 • 505.884.2900

IF YOU ARE INTO IT, WE ARE INTO IT!

EvEry saturday 8am-9am
ExclusivEly on 101.7 fm
www.1017thEtEam.com

The New Mexico Motor Sports Report (NMMSR) on ESPN Radio 
101.7 FM The TEAM, is hosted by David Swope every Saturday 
morning from 8am to 9am. The NMMSR focuses on motorsports and 
related automobile activities around the state and on the national 
scene each and every week. The NMMSR is also on YouTube via the 
Proview Network (check your local listings for broadcast times). The 
NMMSR is on Twitter @NMMReport and you can like us on Facebook. 
Join in the fun with your comments on the topics and questions. This 
is New Mexico’s only show devoted to motorsport related activities. 
Check out our website at NMMotorsportsreport.com.

whEthEr it has 2 whEEls or 4, asphalt or dirt track racing, off-road or park and shinE. 
If your Into It, we are Into It.
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In the late 1970s, heavily modified pickup trucks were becoming popular 
and the sports of mud bogging and truck pulling were gaining in popu-
larity. Several truck owners had created lifted trucks to compete in such 

events, and soon competition to hold the title of “biggest truck.” These early 
trucks were built off of stock chassis which were heavily reinforced, used 
leaf spring suspension, a stock body, and heavy military axles to support 
the tires.

In April 1981, Bob Chandler drove over cars in Bigfoot in what is often 
believed to be the first monster truck to crush cars. Chandler drove Bigfoot 
over a pair of cars in a field as a test of the truck’s ability, and filmed it to 
use as a promotional tool in his four-wheel drive performance shop. 

Bob George, one of the owners of a motorsport promotion company named 
Truck-a-Rama, is said to have coined the phrase “monster truck” when re-
ferring to Bigfoot. The term “monster truck” became the generic name for all 
trucks with oversized terra tires.

For most of the early 1980s, monster trucks performed primarily exhibi-
tions as a side show to truck pulling or mud bogging events. In 1985, major 
promoters, began racing monster trucks on a regular basis. The races, as 
they are today, were in the form of single elimination drag races, held over 
a course littered with obstacles. The change to racing eventually led truck 
owners to begin building lighter trucks, with more power. The establishment 
of TNT’s first-ever monster truck points championship in 1988 expedited 
the process and found teams beginning to use straight-rail frames, fiber-
glass bodies, and lighter axle components to shave weight and gain speed.

In 1988, to standardize rules for truck construction and safety, Bob Chan-
dler, Braden, and George Carpenter formed the Monster Truck Racing 

Association (MTRA). The MTRA created standard safety rules to govern 
monster trucks. The organization still plays a major role in the sport’s devel-
opment in the USA and EU.

Even though racing was dominant as a competition, USHRA events be-
gan having freestyle exhibitions as early as 1993. These exhibitions were 
developed as drivers, notably Dennis Anderson of the extremely popular 
Grave Digger, began asking for time to come out and perform if they lost in 
early rounds of racing. Promoters began to notice the popularity of freestyle 
among fans, and in 2000 USHRA began holding freestyle as a judged 
competition at events, and now even awards a freestyle championship.

The Toughest Monster Truck Tour made a stop in Rio Rancho on January 
19th & 20th at the Santa Ana Star Center. Defending Champion, Snake 
Bite, was in the house with Big Foot 21, Dragon Slayer and Kamikaze 
among the Trucks looking to knock him off. Quad Chaos and Dirt Crew, 
owner and driver Jerry Beck with Aaron Cain, looked to ruin Snake Bite’s 
Two-peat.

Beck started his Monster Truck collection with Quad Chaos. “I own an ex-
cavating company and started with a Quad Truck but we like to play in the 
dirt so a Dump Truck made sense. That is how Dirt Crew came about,” said 
Beck. 

Being a driver / owner has its unique challenges. “There are more moving 
parts on a Monster Truck than any other competition vehicle ever made. 
The cost to compete depends on what you tear up.” The crowd is one of 
the main reasons people get into the sport. “The louder the crowd get, the 
more invincible we become, “ Beck said with a laugh.

Monster Trucks
Invade New MexicoBy David Swope  Photos by Luis Zaragoza

DIESEL PERFORMANCE AND VEHICLE SECURITY

WWW.BRAHSSOLUTIONS.COM
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off road

Invade New Mexico

New Mexico 
Desert raciNg

Trucks, Buggies, 
RockRace, UTV, 

ATV, Bikes

Next race: 
Veterans 150

Memorial weekend
elephant Butte, NM

Check us out 
on Facebook.

T
he New Mexico off road scene is not 

slowing down and the NM Dezert 

Dogz buggy group is a great family 

friendly dune buggy passionate group that 

goes on offroad gatherings and camping 

trips together. With over 13 custom sand 

rails,buggies, fiberglassed bodied Manx’s. 

If you love custom buggies then look out for 

the Dezert Dogs on face book.

By Drew Garcia

Maverick auto & Fabrication
3612 HigH St • Albuquerque

505.974.9541

Taking pracTical 
To new heighTs

Will eppS, OWner - JASOn bryAnt, MAnAger

SpeciAlizing in FOur WHeel Drive
AnD cuStOM FAbricAtiOn

www.MavericknM.coM
Facebook.coM/MavericknM
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Flat Track Motorcycle Racing is America’s original extreme sport. It’s 
a highly competitive, adrenaline-fueled sport featuring customized 
motorcycles reaching top speeds of up to 140mph, piloted by all ages 

and in some case multiple generations in the same family.

With roots dating back to the first two-wheel speed demons in the 1920s, 
Flat Track Motorcycle Racing is widely regarded as the most prestigious 
and competitive form of dirt track motorcycle racing in the world. A lot has 
changed over the years, but the spirit of the sport remains as perhaps the 
truest, purest test of man and machine.

On a typical race day, Flat Track classes begin the day with practice and 
qualifying sessions. From there, it’s nothing but exhilarating, full-throttle 
racing action as the field in each class qualifies for the night’s main event 
through a series of heat and semi races.

Local Flat Track Racing can be found at Sandia Speedway as a part of 
their expanded racing program this summer. Flat Track legends and begin-
ners have embraced the recent resurgence from factory participation from 
Harley Davidson and Indian Motorcycle. Both Harley and Indian were the 
original, American made motorcycle manufacturers and are competing from 
the X-Games to short tracks across the country.

The Johnson Family, owners of Bobby J’s - the oldest Yamaha Dealership 
in the country, have dominated many forms of motorcycle racing both lo-
cally and nationally. The late Vern Johnson died in a Flat Track accident 
doing what he loved. Bobby J’s sponsors tracks, events and riders keeping 
motorcycle racing alive in New Mexico. You can find information on motor-

 by David Swope

Flat
Trackin’

cycle events on their bulletin board by the parts department, any time they 
are open.

Indian Motorcycle of Albuquerque and owner Mike Gaillour will be Flat 
Track Racing this season. “Gumby built me a bike so I can go out and give 
it a try,” Gaillour said excitedly. “We want to help grow the local Flat Track 
community.” In 2017, Indian Motorcycle returned to American Flat Track 
Racing with a 2017 AFT Championship. Riders Mees, Smith and Baker 
returned Indian Motorcycle to the top after a 60 year hiatus with 14 total 
wins, 37 podiums and six podium sweeps. 

James Hosier continues to race at 61years of age and is happy to be rac-
ing locally in 2018. “My hero is Alan Reed from Roswell and he is still racing 
at 76,” explained Hosier. “Many local riders will be back this year including 
Bryan Trippe and Ken Kreider. Factory support from manufacturers includ-
ing Indian Motorcycle will make all the difference in growing Flat Track Rac-
ing at Sandia.”

 “The 2018 Flat Track classes at Sandia will include Knobby, Unlimited 
Grom, Mad Dog & Vintage,” said Hosier in regards to the 2018 season. A 
Flat Track practice date is being worked out for Mid-March and opening 
night will be April 21st. Flat Track Racing will be about every other weekend 
through October. “Riders from Arizona, Colorado and Texas are coming to 
our Two Day Event October 20-21st on both the 3/8 and small track,” said 
Hosier.

For more information, contact Indian Motorcycle on Alameda, Bobby J’s on 
Menaul or email James Hosier at HosierJames869@Gmail.com or on the 
web at RaceSandia.com. See you at the Track!

2018 NMDA 
FlAt trAck ScheDule

April 21
May 5
May 19
June 9
June 23

July 7
July 28
August 4
August 18
Sept 8

Sept 22
Oct 20
Oct 21 

@ Sandia Speedway

Give us a call
505-508.2830

4509 Alameda Blvd Ne, Albuquerque, NM  |  www.indianmotorcycleabq.com
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By David WerthChain!
As we round the corner to spring and for a lot of us, it’s been such a 

mild winter we’ve been riding the whole time! But for the race and 
track bikes, they might need a little TLC to get back out from hiber-

nation and ready to gallop down that straight away. It’s a lot easier to start 
prepping the bikes now. Or so I’m told, I’ve never quite made it to starting 
this far ahead. But all of us racers already know that and try to balance 
life and money and work, and family so we do what we can. This is just a 
friendly reminder to all of you (and to me) to get things started early.

The majority of this article is going to 
focus on the new guys (and gals). Peeps 
new to riding, new to all of this. I’ve 
heard time and time again while I’m rid-
ing around in a group and I see 2-3 really 
great riders and ask them if they’ve been 
on the track yet. Predominantly I get a, “ 
Oh Hell now, that’s crazy shit!” And that 
always surprises me, because I really 
never knew what to expect I just wanted 
to learn more, soak in as much as I could. 
And there’s this stigma I’ve seen and I’ve 
try to explain that’s not at all what anyone 
should think about a track day.

I’ll start by saying that I’ve seen some in-
sanely good street riders, who can actually make me a little scared. 
And that’s not easy to do. And I approach them and say things like, “woah 
duuuuude, you rode the shit out of that curvy stretch and you weren’t even 
CLOSE to proper body position.” Quite honestly, I don’t know you how your 
weight and that awkward position didn’t send you to the guard rail. You’ve 
obviously got a handle on your weight to angle system. Now, imagine if you 
had one day of mentoring to hone that in? And when you do, I’ll be begging 
you to get a race license, as well, and you’ll probably want to.

Here’s the focus of this month’s article and its 
directed at all you “new” riders, or even older 
riders... in fact ANY rider who hasn’t done a track day, should step back 
and question their own riding comfort level. Have you been lucky? what if 
you’re going 120 down south 14 (not that I’m condoning it....or discourag-
ing it) I’m just saying.. you’re fine rolling that thru and you’ve got nice tires 
so they’re sticking even though you are way to wonky in body position. 

When I see that I think, “wow, how awe-
some would they be with just a shred of 
training?” I’m struggling to pass them 
on my little itty bitty 600. 

And every time we stop and I bring it 
up, I get the same responses.

1. I’m not good enough for that kind 
of riding 
2. I don’t have full gear to get out 
there or know what to do with my 
bike. 
3. Those guys are so fast, it’s scary 
thinking I’m in the way and they are 
flying past me 80mph faster than me.

And various other excuses that all sound to me like they might 
be intimidated by the whole scene

So, let this be the end of that line of thinking. Please! I’ve ridden with some 
of you on the street and quite frankly, I’ve seen scarier shit there than on 
the track.

Continued on page 21

longest running Yamaha 
Dealer in the u.s.(505) 884-3013 

4724 menaul Blvd ne
www.bjsyamaha.com - familY owneD anD operateD since 1956 -
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How do you choose where to buy a used car? Buying from an 
individual has its own risks but buying from a local car lot may be 
just as dangerous. How do you determine a reputable used car 

dealer? That question concerns many car buyers especially when the 
economy might not allow you to buy new.

The New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers Association (NMIADA) is there 
to help both consumers and independent auto dealers protect the public 
from unscrupulous dealers. By creating an association with a governing 
body, the independent auto dealers can help establish standards of 
conduct, regulations and lobby legislators from creating a negative impact 
on used car buyers through laws and fees.

Each year the NMIADA, picks an Independent Auto Dealer of the Year. 
The criteria for consideration includes “best practices” in business dealings 
with customers, suppliers and regulatory agencies and supporting 
community service. The NMIADA recognizes one dealership a year with 
this distinction. For 2017, A Star Motors was awarded this distinction.

Aaron Flores, owner and operator of A Star Motors said “When I started 
my own dealership, I started working with the association because I had a 
lot of questions; the legal stuff, even though they are not lawyers, they can 
point you in the right direction and the right forms. I became a member 
right away and I have been a member ever since.”

A Star Motors is not the biggest independent auto dealership in New 
Mexico but being the Independent Auto Dealer of the Year does not 
require a dealer to be top in sales revenue but exemplary in standards 
and service. In this case quality is more important that volume. “I learned 

2017 iNDepeNDeNt 
auto Dealer of the Year

NMiaDa
604 chama st Ne

 (south of lomas, one block east of louisiana)

 505-232-0809

how not to run a business from the other dealerships I worked at before 
I started my own,” Flores states. “Another reason why I belong to the 
NMIADA is that it is a way to give back to an industry that provides me a 
living.”

The New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers Association is a non-profit 
501(c)(6) organization that was established in 1962. Their mission is to 
educate, train and promote the dealers in a field that is ever changing; 
which means we need to change faster so we can better run our 
businesses, and treat our consumers and communities with the utmost 
transparency and integrity. 

a star Motors
5700 Menaul Blvd NE. 

(between San Mateo & San Pedro) 
office 505-503-6846

 

Serving New Mexico Independent Auto Dealers since 1962

By David Swope
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What a way to kick off the NASCAR season.

Daytona Speedweeks had it all. Great racing, crashes, surprises, 
records and the return of the No. 3 to Victory Lane.

RACE WEEKEND

Daytona International Speedway was the site of the opening races for 
NASCAR’s top-three national touring series February 16-18. 

The Truck Series race saw championship contender Johnny Sauter come 
away victorious on Friday night.

On Saturday, the closest finish in the history of any of the three series took 
place when Tyler Reddick edged Elliott Sadler at the line. NASCAR had 
to place the margin of victory into the ten-thousandth decimal place for a 
difference of 0.0004 seconds.

And, for the first time since 1998 and 17 years to the date of the death of 
Dale Earnhardt, Austin Dillon drove the No. 3 car to Victory Lane at the 
speedway with what fans have been calling a controversial move on leader 
Aric Almirola on the last lap.  

NEW MEXICO IN DAYTONA

I got to work with some of the best reporters and photographers in the 
business this weekend on our team, and I think our work showed for it.

Two of us (including myself) on our four-man team were from Grants, New 
Mexico.

One of our photographers, Franklin Romero, is a high school teacher 
and the lead sports writer/photographer for the Cibola Citizen, the local 
publication in Grants.

Frank has covered a lot of events, locally and professionally, so to work with 
him was a great experience. I had been to Daytona Beach, Florida before, 
but this was Frank’s first time.

Frank did his homework before coming to the track and it paid off. From 
learning car numbers or what techniques he would try to use with his 
camera, the photos he was able to get captured the whole weekend.

He was able to capture crashes from all three races, as well as moments 
that will live on forever in a photo... like the Reddick-Sadler finish and Austin 
Dillon celebrating with his team in Victory Lane.

We were standing together on pit road Saturday during all of the chaos of 
the five overtimes in the NASCAR XFINITY Series race. When the cars 
finally took the white flag, and Reddick and Sadler were closing in on the 
checkered flag side-by-side, I knew it was going to be close. So close, that I 
could not tell who crossed the line first.

I had to wait for the public address announcer to reveal who won. 

But Frank’s camera had the answer, too. He showed me from the screen of 
his camera the shot of the cars right at the moment of victory. The million 
dollar shot.

And then, to be there for the 60th running of The Great American Race was 
something special.

We were told the race was sold out the day before. But when I looked up 
at the grandstands before the singing of the National Anthem on Sunday, 
I was in awe at how many people were near their seats ready to kick off 
another year of NASCAR racing.

I spent most of the day trying to help our team with what are called 
sidebars: stories that aren’t the main headline, but are also noteworthy 
throughout the day.

I spent the race in the infield of the track, working out of the DIS Media 
Center.

When the crash that took out Danica Patrick occured, many members of 
the media, including myself, got up from our seat and headed quickly to 
the infield care center in hopes of being able to track her down for one final 
quote as a NASCAR driver. One more chance to talk to her about her take 
of the accident.

Unfortunately, as you can see from the photo with the Snapchat caption, 
there were so many people, not everyone got to ask her a question.

As the laps wound down, our other reporter and myself made our way to 
pit road to watch the final laps. The cars would pass along the frontstretch, 
and when they were no longer in sight, we would turn 180 degrees to 
watch the action unfold on the track’s large screens.

We were standing in the now-vacated pit area next to Aric Almirola’s team, 
one that had earlier in the day belonged to Daniel Suarez’s team before a 
crash eliminated him from the race.

Almirola’s crew’s reactions said it all without ever being able to make out 
their words.

Their No. 10 car was leading the race on the last lap of the Daytona 500. 

The crew members looked anxious as their driver tried to hold off the 
others for 2.5 more miles. 

As Almirola appeared to throw a block on a hard-charging Austin Dillon 
down the backstretch, his car was turned going into Turn 3, wiping his 
chance of earning a victory in the first race for a new team.

The dejected crew threw their hands in the air. They were all, no question, 
disappointed and heartbroken about the way their race was ending. 

As the race stayed green and the cars came out of Turn 4 for the final time, 
seeing the No. 3 car come to the line first and hearing the crowd roaring 
will be one of the highlights of the 2018 season and one talked about for a 
very long time.

Was it a racing deal? Was it a dirty move? 

It was the last lap of the Daytona 500.

OVERALL

The Daytona 500 race weekend is an experience any fan of professional 
sports should put on their bucket list. 

This is the equivalent of the Super Bowl, World Series or Finals.

To be able to represent New Mexico among the media at NASCAR’s 
largest event is something our team has always taken a lot of pride in.

We will continue to document and follow the action with our crew at Atlanta 
Motor Speedway this weekend.

By Dominic Aragon Photos by Johnny Frisbie, 
Frank Romero, Dominic Aragon

The Daytona 500:
A New Mexican’s perspective
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street racingLAWS
Local options include Sandia Speedway and the Albuquerque 
Dragway at Mesa Del Sol. There is where you can find events such 
as Street to Strip, presented by Yearwood Performance, and Charlie 
Fegan’s High Performance Driving School. These events feature open 
time trials or track time, test and tune, and grudge style racing.  This 
is a great opportunity to dial in your car, make test runs, or just have 
fun racing.

These are better alternatives than racing on city streets that put others 
in danger. Why are there not more laws and regulations to keep the 
citizens of Albuquerque safe from street racing accidents? Sure, there 
are noise standards that you have to adhere by and Vehicle Nuisance 
Ordinances to obtain, but nothing about a legal and safe alternative 
to illegal drag racing where we can keep the citizens of Albuquerque 
safer by sending them to the track. Both Sandia Speedway and Albu-
querque Dragway stress risk management and safety while showing 
there is a safe place to race and in most cases, weekly. 

There have not been any updates on the street racing laws since 
2011, most of them relate to speeding. You get a “slap on the wrist” 
when it comes down to it. It states on the Universal Citation (66-8-115. 
Racing on highways; exception.) Any person who violates any provi-
sion of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. The statute empha-
sizes the use of an Absolute Speed Limit, which means if the sign 
says 40 miles per hour and you drive 41 miles per hour or more, you 
have violated the law. In other words, you are guilty if you drive over 
the speed limit. This seems to be ineffective to the community at large. 
The plan should be bigger than the basic traffic violations in tickets 
and fines when racing is involved. 

Using the Point System, updated in 2017, a speeding violation will typi-
cally add three to eight points to a motorist’s driving record. Accumu-
lating seven or more points within a year can lead to license suspen-
sion. (N.M. Admin. Code 18.19.5 (2017).). The best way to keep points 
off your record and your insurance rates from going up should you 
decide to speed is by hiring an experienced and expert New Mexico 
Traffic Ticket Attorney to fight your citation. 

This does not solve the issue of stopping people in driving recklessly 
by speeding in our community thus learning from their past mistakes. 
With people only caring about the subject when there is major proper-
ty damage, bodily harm to civilians, and worse if there have been fatal 
accidents caused by drivers. The New Mexico Monthly Traffic Fatality 
Reported in 2017 that the death toll groups the fatalities in Improper 
Driving and Excessive Speed; where there were 157 reported deaths 
by this statistic; not going into detail on what exact causes where to 
the citizen’s deaths which may or may not be racing related.  

Legislators need to see the racing venues as a part of the solution 
for a subset of the population that are interested in racing. There are 
facilities that have been here in Albuquerque, in the case of Albuquer-
que Dragway, for 55 years. What if there was an ordinance where you 
had to go to a high-performance driving school or a Street to Strip 
event instead of traffic school for a violation of racing? 

Albuquerque has many exciting things to do in what we call 
the Land of Enchantment but this was not always the case 
for young people. What most young people would do on 

weekend nights to keep them entertained was meet up with their 
friends, hop in their cars, and find a dirt road to race, settling the 
dispute of who had the most horsepower and the fastest car. This city 
has a long-standing tradition when it comes to car enthusiasts from 
racers, vintage collectors, and motor heads of all types. With our city, 
growing in population and becoming more urbanized coupled with the 
technological advancements of vehicles, recreational racing has been 
displaced.  

This leads to our conundrum; you cannot just find a dirt road and race 
anymore. One, there are 
not as many of these abandoned dirt roads as there once was so the 
first instinct is to find a time in the night where it is not that busy and 
race on a street in our city limits. It seems that this would be unsafe 
for all drivers as well as any innocent bystanders. With there being 
a continual growth of people interested in their cars and wanting to 
show off their prize possessions, where will they go.

 by Ronald Edison Lees
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LAWS
With fences and safety rails around the facility as well as open times where there are 
paramedics and fire department are at hand just in case a situation was to occur, 
these facilities are perfect for such training. If the facilities are good enough for road 
course training for the police department, it should work out tremendously for the gen-
eral public. Hopefully through the efforts of the community, we can bring awareness to 
this issue and help the people of Albuquerque and the car community in providing a 
safe place instead of on the city streets. 

NMMotorSportsReport.com  11
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Complete Driveshaft Repair and Exchange
For Your Car, Truck, and other Vehicles

Custom Work and Fabrication

32 years in business

C.V. Axles Installed • C.V. Axle Boot and Service
Custom Fabricated • Driveshafts

417 Summer Ave. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

(505) 247-0736
AlbuquerqueDriveshaft.com

The Albuquerque MMA fighting scene has grown in prominence in the last 
few years. Carlos Conduit and Holly Holm fighting out of Jackson Wink have 
brought many fighters to train here. The facilities and training at Jackson Wink 

is one of the best and add training at altitude given fighters an edge in conditioning.

One such fighter that was drawn to Jackson Wink is Lydia Warren. Originally hailing 
from Concord, North Carolina, Warren moved out to Albuquerque on the advice 
of a friend. “I didn’t do much MMA in North Carolina but was competitive in weight 
lifting. I liked things that boys do. I wanted to play football and wrestling but they 
would let me,” said Warren. “I am competitive but know the training is everything.”

Warren has been training at Jackson Wink since April 1, 2017 and will get her first 
amateur fight March 24 in Vegas at the Pinnacle Fighting Championships Series 
16. “I have been training all the time just to move forward. When I got here, nobody 
thought I would last. The change has been nuts in just a year,” Warren explains. 
“I hope to get four more fights in this year and go pro next year after 6 or 7 fights. 
After my fighting career, I would like to be a motivational speaker.”

Holly Holm is the most successful female MMA fighter out of Albuquerque. We all 
remember her knock-out of Ronda Rousey giving her the World Title to go with 
her Kick Boxing Title. “Holly is super awesome. It is great living and training with all 
these fighters,” said Warren.

MMA is no different than any other sport in the fact that sponsorship is very 
important. “Sponsorship is important because you know people got your back. It is 
another support system,” Warren commented about having Albuquerque Driveshaft 
& owner, Gary Castro, in her corner. “She is hungry and a beast in the ring. I like 
her style,” Castro commented. “I am all about the feud.”

Keep your eye out for Lydia Warren and her MMA career.

By David Swope

LydiaWarrenPinnacle
Fighting
Championships



www.hobby-proz.com

2225-A Wyoming Blvd NE Albuquerque NM 87112

Call 505.332.3797

Your friendly source for the
joY and challenge of hobbies!

We specialize in good service,
 expert opinion, and honest opinion

By Brooklyn Green

JR Bonesteel, a dirt track junkie, was born into the racing 
community. Following in his father’s footsteps, JR has been racing 
since he was 16 years old. From his first race in a Hobby Stock to 

his latest race in a Midget at the Annual Chili Bowl, JR knows what it’s 
like to handle speed. Racing has always been a family sport for JR. “I 
was born into it. My dad has been racing since Speedway Park. Racing 
was always there growing up and in my whole life” says Bonesteel.

His racing career started in Stock Cars, which he drove for years until 
Hollywood Hills opened up. He then moved on to A-Mods, then a Late 
Model. Eventually, he went back to driving a Stock Car where he won the 
last championship at Duke City Raceway. The Champion then moved on 
to X-mods where he won 2 more Championships.

Straight out of the X-Mod, he got behind the wheel of a Sprint car. “The 
difference between a Modified and a Sprint Car is night and day” says 
Bonesteel. “Everything is completely backwards. From the way you set 
up the car to the way that you drive it. Everything you do on the left side 
of the Modified, you do to the right side of a Sprint Car. It’s literally the 
opposite.”

The transition to the Modified to the Sprint Car was a challenge for 
Bonesteel, “Getting all of that Modified driving out of me to get into a 
Sprint Car was definitely the hardest transition between cars for me.” 
Despite the challenge, it did not take long for him to get the hang of 
things. In 2016, Bonesteel won Rookie of the Year as well as Sandia 
Speedway’s Sprint Car Stampede.

The 2017 race season also went well for Bonesteel. He finished 3rd 
overall at Sandia Speedway and also had the opportunity to race a 
Midget in the Chili Bowl. Although the racing did not go exactly as hoped 
for, Bonesteel says, “The experience of doing it was pretty amazing. 
To be a part of it and say you’ve done it is a pretty prestige thing.” Not 
many drivers have the opportunity to race against the nation’s most 
competitive drivers but Bonesteel did. “We will do it again this next year, 
hopefully” says the driver.

Bonesteel has raced on the mud of many tracks, each one being a 
little different from the next. “I don’t really have a favorite track” says 
Bonesteel. “I just like to race, I want to go racing.”

In addition to driving the car, he also enjoys setting them up. “Watching 
someone else win in your car has almost as much satisfaction as you 
doing it. At some points, I think it is more gratifying because it’s your car, 
another driver, and you’re still winning” says Bonesteel.

With the 2018 season approaching fast, Bonesteel has big plans for his 
Sprint Car. He intends on racing a couple of shows in Texas and making 
it to the majority of the NMNRA races. There are also 5 races in Las 
Cruces that he plans on competing in. 

JR and his supporters are anticipating a great race season! NMMotorSportsReport.com  15



Let the Racing Begin!

SouthWest MotorSport is a non-profit organization dedicated to recreational 
Road-Racing based in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Originally formed as an 
outlet for Vintage and Gt racers, SWMS welcomes everyone who has an 

interest in recreational Road-Racing and karting.

April 7/8 at Arroyo Seco Raceway Deming NM
May 5/6 at Sandia Speedway

June 9/10 at Sandia Speedway
Aug 25/26 at Sandia Speedway
Sept 22/23 at Sandia Speedway

Please go to www.swms.org 
for more information

SouthWest Motorsports

We are also open to traveling to High Plains Raceway 
(Denver) on Aug 4/5 to participate with RMVR in the Find

 a cure for kids cancer race.

Southwest Motorsports (SWMS) is 
New Mexico’s premier sports car race 
club and offers a High Performance 

Driving School (HPDS).  SWMS is in its 19th 
year organizing races, schools, and High 
Performance Driving Experience (HPDE) or 
track days.  SWMS considers Sandia Motor 
Speedway in Albuquerque, NM as its home 
track. You’ll find more information, contacts 
etc. at our website – www.swms.org .

The Sandia track length is 1.65 miles long, 
has 14 turns with two hairpins.  Most race cars are around 1:40 which is 
around 60 MPH average.  

SWMS HPDS aims for a 1 to 1 ratio of instructors to students.  Instructors 
ride with students.  Immediate coaching and feedback is key to our near 
perfect safety record.  Many students feel a bit overwhelmed going on track 
the first time. SWMS skilled experienced instructor cadre is made up of 
20+ volunteers from clubs such as SWMS, SCCA, PCA, NASA and others.  
Their experience totals over 100’s of years and events.  They are amazingly 
skilled at coaching your confidence and skill! Chief driving instructor is 
John Slenes.

SWMS HPDS welcomes all students and cars; from a two-door Honda 
grocery getter, a Ferrari daily driver street car, a race prepared car, open 
wheel formula, single seater sports racer and karts.  All cars must pass a 
basic safety technical inspection.

Students range from a 13 year old, driving a Spec Miata, to a retired heart 
surgeon.  We’ve had people who’ve never driven a track day to people 
with years of experience at varied racing cars.  Most students are seeking 
to learn their own and cars capabilities and do so in a safe controlled 
environment.  Most students grade the course an A.

The HPDS is held Saturdays of most Albuquerque events.  After a couple 
laps with the instructor driving, the students do the first classroom session 
covering safety, track etiquette, flags, passing limits, and some basic car 
handling ideas.  Classroom sessions usually last about an hour and we do 
2 or 3 per day.  SWMS focuses on a safe track day approach.  This is NOT 
a full racing class.  Part of safety is SWMS HPDS and HPDE both limit 
passing to the front and back straights with a wave by from the over-taking 
driver.  

Each student’s track session lasts about 20 minutes.  Students average 8 
to 12 laps per session.  We guide students to learn the correct line and the 
speed will come.  The track layout at Sandia is a fairly technical track and 
SWMS focuses on the safest on track line.  Students see speeds from 25 
MPH for our two hairpins to 60-70 MPH on the longest straights.  Lap times 
for first time students vary according to the car and driver’s capabilities 
but are usually around 2+ minutes to start which is about an average of 50 
MPH – seems slow to talk about but first timers find there is a lot going on 
(FUN) even at that “slow” speed.

Students get 1 to 1.25 hours on track per day.  Doesn’t sound like much but 
most students go home tired and a smile on their face.  Other classroom 
sessions discuss learning experiences from the previous on track session, 
any challenges experienced, safety suggestions, and coaching on 
gaining speed at each individual’s level.  SWMS uses a slide show for the 
classroom presentation, a color course driving line map with suggested 
actions, and other handouts for student use after their weekend.

Successful graduates are qualified to participate in the HPDE (track day) 
events including the Sunday after the school.  Practicing a second day in a 
row usually provides considerable growth for the new driver so DO IT!

The SWMS HPDS cost is $150 for the Saturday and $275 for the two days.  
That fee is for students driving their own car and if you’ve researched 
HPDS around the country, you’ll find that on the VERY affordable end of 
the scale.  We suggest students to register as early as possible to ensure 
we’ve recruited enough instructors and printed enough materials for all.

Road Racing 
in new 
Mexico

16   NMMotorSportsReport.com



W
hether it’s automotive, commercial or architec-

tural, Absolute Powder Coating has your back.

“Powder coating is a little bit different than paint,” said Tim 

Carrell, General Manager. “It seems to last longer, it’s a lot 

more environmentally friendly, and there are a plethora of 

different colors to choose from. So anything metal, we can 

refinish it for customers.”

Founded in 2012, Absolute Powder Coating and its crew 

stays busy during this time of the year with seasonal proj-

ects like various patio furniture and projects for customers 

who will have things displayed at SEMA and Supernation-

als.

Whether you’re needing the chassis and roll bar on your 

racecar fixed up, or pieces on the wrought iron for your gate, 

no project is too big or small. But one thing is for certain:

“Come down and visit, or call up and ask questions,” Car-

rell said.

“We’ve had a lot of people really enjoy being able to snap a 

cell phone photo, e-mail it to us, and we can start a quote 

estimate from there, but there’s no substitute for seeing the 

color in person.

“Don’t pick the color over computer 
screen or a cell phone picture—it’s im-
portant to see it in person.”

Automotive • commercial • architectural
www.powdercoatingabq.com

2400 menaul blvd Suite b, 
albuquerque, nm 87107

call todaY!
505.369.1641



341 Eubank ne  albuquerque, nm 87123
(505) 293-9190

Toll Free (855) 411-YWPC
WWW.YEARWOODPERFORMANCE.COM

GOT  PLUMB ING  PROBLEMS?
Ca l l  t he  Expe r t s .
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WE’VE 
MOVED!

Trophies, Plaques, 

Engraving and More!

3917 4TH STREET NW
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107

(505) 881-2504
AKASA@AKASASTROPHY.COM
ALLABOUTTROPHIESNM.COM

would like you to remember: While it may be true that

“Winning isn’t everything”
it is also really nice to have a skillfully designed, carefully produced

 and lovingly personalized Akasa’s trophy as a memento that

 will not ONLY celebrate your heroic victory           
but ALSO remind you to... remain humble. 

#remainhumble #ornot

RESTORATION & CUSTOM SHOP

324 INDUSTRIAL AVE. NE
505-244-1149
MILDTOWILDINC.COM

MILDTOWILDINC@GMAIL.COM

General Fabrication• Repair & 
Service•Trailer Parts & Service

Aftermarket Parts•A/C• Electrical
Suspension•Upgrades•Modifications

Custom Exhaust Work
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napaonline.com

The first race probably happened the day after the second ve-
hicle was produced. It is true that competition fuels ingenu-
ity. The aftermarket parts industry grew out of the need for 

enthusiast to increase horsepower and torque in hopes of have an 
edge. Bolt-on horsepower is not the only way to gain that edge.

For 50 years, the NAPA Machine Shop has been helping racers and 
other customers find that edge. From planning to build, the profes-
sionals can help you execute a plan to stay on budget while meet-
ing your needs, saving time and money on the wrong parts or using 
parts that don’t fit. As a full-service shop, they can handle any type 
of automotive machining.

Born out of the Hot-Rodding craze in the 50’s which even pays 
homage to machining for performance. “Hot” cams or putting 
more cam into an engine to increase compression and thus horse-
power was done in local gas station shops and tested on local 
tracks. Modifying cylinder heads, valve jobs, cam shaft grinding 
are all modifications that NAPA’s Machine Shop can do.

Finding good information and quality workmanship are the cor-
nerstone of building a relationship with your local machine shop 

and engine builder. Glen Russell 
and his staff pride themselves on 
being problem solvers and main-
taining the highest standards for 
their clients. “You can drop off your 
projects to any of the local NAPA 
Auto Parts Stores or bring them 
down to us. For all you DYIers, we 
can do your brakes rotors, fly-
wheels, clutch, your wheel bearing 
presses,” explained Russell. 

“Balancing, checking tolerances, 
pressure testing are all things we 
do. Cylinder heads, we test those 
and machine what needs to be done and return them to you with 
the gaskets and head bolts you need,” are just some of the services 
the NAPA Machine Shop provides. They are located on 1st Street 
and Mountain, just east of the Downtown NAPA Store.

Celebrating 50 years in business and 30 years at 1525 First St, 
the NAPA Machine Shop can be your secret weapon – they are 
not going to tell anyone! Call Glen to discuss your next project at 
505-848-3527 or just drop by Monday – Friday 8a – 5pm or even 
Saturdays 9a – 2pm. Put that NAPA Know How to work for you.

NAPA Auto Parts
6714 4th St NW
(505) 345-5536

NAPA Auto Parts
1510 2nd St NW
(505) 848-3500

NAPA Auto Parts
3157 San Mateo Blvd NE

(505) 883-3942

NAPA Auto Parts
1201 Juan Tabo Blvd NE

(505) 294-1544

NAPA Auto Parts
932 Sunset Rd SW

(505) 243-2871

NAPA Auto Parts 
1680 Rio Rancho 

Blvd SE
(505) 892-4375

Racecraft 
The Art of  Machining

Racecraft – The Art of Machining by David Swope

By David Swope
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So, let this be the end of that line of thinking. Please! I’ve ridden with some 
of you on the street and quite frankly, I’ve seen scarier shit there than on the 
track.

Here’s some myth dispelling.

1. The track is the SAFEST PLACE YOU CAN POSSIBLY RIDE.... AT SPEED!  

2. The track is the SAFEST PLACE YOU CAN POSSIBLY RIDE.... AT SPEED!  

3. The track is the SAFEST PLACE YOU CAN POSSIBLY RIDE.... AT SPEED!  

4. There are no cars... no grannies turning into that “didn’t see you” no oil slick 
sections and sandy puddles to slide your front tire out. 

5. There’s no speed limit. (maybe that’s just my own benefit) 

6. The track days are split up into groups of beginner and intermediate and 
expert. If you’re in the beginner class, there’s people in these classes that go 
35-55 around the track until they get comfy. AND THIS IS THE PLACE TO 
GET COMFY!!! you WANT to know how to handle your bike at 65mph when 
someone swerves into your lane! where else are you gonna get that kind of 
practice in a safe controlled environment? I once had a semi-trailer wheel - 
the whole wheel - fall off and come bouncing back at me. And I knew exactly 
what my bike could do, how fast it could slow down, speed up, swerve, etc. 
strictly because of track days. 

7. SMRI provides a track day mentor to all beginners to spend the day with 
them and teaching and riding together and leading and following and giving 
feedback. And it’s all at your own pace. There’s no pressure at all, just ask 
questions and get feedback. We still have beginners come out on track days 
that just like to be on a track and they go no more than 50mph around the 
track. That’s why we have classes... so a newbie isn’t rolling around with an 
expert and whizzing past them scaring the shit out of them.

If you want to really learn how to ride and that 
doesn’t mean ride fast, it means know what 
you and your bike are capable of out in the 
street at whatever speed you are rolling at. 

In my opinion, it’s one of the best things you can do to learn to trust you 
and trust our bike when you are with cars and curbs and people not paying 
attention.

SMRI had a group of the NICEST people ever and no one makes you feel 
inferior for being new.... We have all been new, and I would have LOVED 
to have learned some of the things I’ve learned over the years when I first 
started riding.

Check the schedule posted here and get a track day ticket and find one of 
the people that “somewhat” look like they’ve been there before and ask for 
a mentor. When you get one of us as your mentor we will stick with you all 
day as long as you want, we’ll let you run alone for a bit to get comfy and 
then we’re here at any tie to jump back in with you and tell you what we 
know. There are EMT’s and an Ambulance on premise in case anyone gets 
hurt, which is rare at a track day.

So, please, give it a shot, come out and learn how to really handle that 
machine and it will change your riding life. I promise.

To sign up for track days or race school check out smri-racing.org track day 
tickets are on sale at Moto-Authority on Eubank and Comanche. And if you 
don’t know Steve, the owner, make it a point to meet him, he’s a really awe-
some chap and really takes care of the local riders. (and he can ride the 
snot outta that Triumph!)

See ya on the track!

By David WerthChain!
Continued from page 7
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By Jim Costa – Owner Yearwood Performance Center

Monitoring the vital signs of your hot rod is important. There are few limitations as to what 
information we can gather. Whether you are looking for a snazzy new set of gauges for 
your daily driver or interested in data logging for your race car, we have got what you 

need, including for oval track and road racing with laps counters and segment times.

Autometer is our first choice of gauges. They make a good quality gauge at affordable prices in 
a many different styles. They have dozens of gauge styles with a range of colors, lighting and 
bezels. Most of their gauges are available with electric or mechanical sending units. You can 
monitor different pressures and temperatures of all your oils and fuels. 

Autometer also offers a new technology that works with cars newer than 1997, it uses the OBDII 
port. A simple module plugs into the port and allows monitoring of all data onto a smart phone by 
downloading an app. You can now data log and monitor any process that the car’s main computer 
keeps track of. That opens up a whole new level of live data to make sure your ride is operating in 
top condition. This can be especially important when modifying newer cars. They even offer a unit 
that will allow the digital read out that most cars use these days to be expanded to include things 
like boost, fuel pressure, or many different temperature readings. We do have OBDII expansion 
modules for the person that wants to add more cool gadgets.

Another source of data monitoring can be found in aftermarket programmers. They also plug into 
the OBDII port of your car, so it’s also hooked into the car’s computer allowing you get the same 
data as the ECU. Not only do you get the added horsepower from reprogramming the car’s ECU, 
you can use the programmer as a gauge set. So you can get even more bang for your buck.

When it comes to data logging, Racepak is the industry leader. They can literally record data for 
anything on a race car. Some of the more interesting sensors can measure the ride height as 
the car is going down the track, steering input sensors, infrared temperature sensor to measure 
track temperature and a driver heart rate monitor, these are just a handful of the data that can 
be gathered. They have dash boards which can be used for a gauge pack that can be fully 
customized to show any of the sensors you have. Another nice feature of their systems is the can-
bus wiring, you can plug a new sensor into the existing harness, so you don’t have to wire every 
sensor independently. When you are ready to step up your program, let us help you design a new 
data logging system or add some more sensors to your Racepak data logger. 

Come gauge our gauges. The ability to gather data is available at both Yearwood Performance 
locations, serving both the east and west sides of Albuquerque, NM.

“TRICKS of the TRADE”

Old Man Winter

 gauges & data logging
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“TRICKS of the TRADE”

One of the premiere truck pullers in New 
Mexico is Shannon Kuhlman from 
Springer. Kuhlman’s truck is a 1940 

Willys Pickup body with a 575 cubic inch Arias 
hemi engine sporting a Kobelco 14-71 high helix 
supercharger on straight methanol fuel. Kuhlman 
competes in pulling events primarily in Colorado 
with the National Sled Pullers Assoc. and the 
Colorado Truck and Tractor pullers.

If you aren’t familiar with truck and tractor pulling, 
the truck is hooked up to a sled that has tires 
on the back and skids on the front. A large box 
is mounted on the sled that is filled with weight. 
As the truck pulls the sled forward, the box 
moves forward on the sled at a predetermined 
rate, putting more and more weight on the skids. 
Eventually the resistance becomes so high that 
the truck is literally stopped in its tracks. Typically 
the sled is set to stop all but the very strongest 
pullers by the end of the 300’ track distance, 
though occasionally a truck may exceed the 
300’. Although it is often used in drag racing, the 
term “Full Pull” originated in the tractor and truck 
pulling world.
A native of Springer, Shannon Kuhlman got the 
pulling bug when he was 12 years old. His dad 
and his uncle took him to a pull in 1982 at Tingley 
Coliseum in Albuquerque. They all went home 
knowing that this was something they wanted to 
do. 

Back in the late-1970s, his dad and uncle found a 
1940 Willys pickup in a junkyard in Springer and 
it had been sitting in their yard for years. They 
decided to make that the foundation for their first 
(and to date, only) pulling truck. They found an 
old tow truck and used the frame and rear end 
from it. A 396 cubic inch Chevrolet was installed 
that was carbureted on gasoline. After almost 3 
years of work they debuted it for the first time at a 
pull in Roswell, NM in 1985.
In 2018, some 33 years later, Shannon is still 
running the same basic truck. Of course the 
engine is much more powerful, the truck was 

By Lyle Greenberg

lengthened for better stability, and they beefed 
up the driveline, but the basic body and frame 
remain the same!

Shannon is capably helped on the truck by 
his stepson, Frank Martinez, who calls all the 
fuel system tune-up shots. The fuel system 
was designed by blown alcohol gurus Les 
Davenport and Sean Brown from Canada. 
Additional assistance comes from Shannon’s 
wife Henrietta and his dad Billy Jack Kuhlman. 
Another very important part of the team is 
78 year old Coloradan Dallas Schneider. 
Schneider has a long and successful history 
in drag racing and truck pulling and was 
instrumental in getting Shannon moved over to 
the Arias engine combination that has proven 
so successful.

2018 will be a balancing act for Shannon 
as he is expanding his business in Springer 
and constructing a new building. That will no 
doubt cut his pulling schedule back a bit, but 
he is making plans to open his season at the 
National Hot Rod Diesel Association event at 
Wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park in Phoenix 
in mid-March.

SYNTHETIC
LUBRICANTS

OWNED/OPERATED BY THE
 GREENBERG FAMILY 

FOR 30+ YEARS

TOP 25 DEALERSHIP 
IN THE US

Now opeN 5 days/week
MoN-Fri 10aM-5pM
NaNCy, LyLe, JeFFrey aNd

JeNNiFer GreeNBerG 
aMsoiL deaLers / direCT JoBBers

2415 Princeton Dr. NE, Suite M  

505-881-1693
email: NMOilman@aol.com

CREDIT CARDS
NOW ACCEPTED

kuhlman’s willys is a force
IN truck pulling
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341 Eubank NE
505-293-9190

9674 Eagle Ranch Rd. NW
505-890-9190
YearwoodPerfomance.com50years 
Since 1968 
Still leading
the pack


